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The principal thing that distin- 
guished the Schismatic worship from 
‘that of the New-Lights, was their tak- 
| ing the privilege of exhibiting by a 
‘bold faith, what others were moved to 
‘by a blind impulse. This they con- 
"sidered a great improvement, growth 
"and advancement in the spirit of the 
/ revival. Upon this principle, the vol- 
untary exercise of dancing was intro- 
| duced as the worship of God, by Br. 
| Thompson and some others who were 
_ forward ‘u promoting the grand schism. 
Although this singular worship was 
| practiced voluntarily with a degree of 
| formality, yet it was not introduced in 
| a formal way, but by following up and 
| improving those operations which at 
| first irresistibly forced them into that 
| exercise. — 

At the spring sacrament at Turtle- 





Creek in 1804, Br. Thompson had been 
constrained just at the close of the 
meeting to go to dancing, and. for an 
hour or more to dance in a regular man- 
ner round the stand, all the while re- 
peating in a low tone of voice; ‘This 
is the Holy Spirit, Glory!” But it 
was not till the ensuing fall, that the 
Schismatics began to encourage one 
another to praise God in the dance and 
unite in that exercise; just believing 
that it was their privilege to rejoice be- 
fore the Lord, and go forth in the 
dances of them that make merry. 

However, the Schismatics aimed at 
that worship which should be expres- 
sive of uniform and continual joy, yet 
they were far from attaining it, and at 
least the one half of their exercises 
were of a contrary nature; some of a 
voluntary and others of an involun- 
tary kind. 

Among their voluntary acts of wor- 
ship, was the general confession that 
they were sinners, rebuking, reprov- 
ing and laboring to reclaim their fel- 
lows who were more notoriously wick- 
ed than the rest; some praying to God 
to sanctify their corrupt natures, and 
others praying against their prayers. 
This kind of praying-match was a very 
common Schismatic exercise. They 
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considered it contrary to their federal 
constitution for one to attack another 
openly by any supposed authority, and 
therefore they had recourse to the spir- 
it, and by the brightest, boldest and 
loudest gift of prayer, the cause was 
commonly decided. In this way they 
generally settled their controversies of 
every kind. One would begin to preach 
or exhort, and if his doctrine was 
judged unsound or uninteresting, he 
would be presently matched with a 
prayer, and whichever collected the 
greatest warmth and manifested the 
most lively sensation of soul, gained 
the victory, and interested the general 
shout on that side. 

There were moreover in the Schis- 
matic worship, a species of exercises 
of an involuntary kind, which seemed 
to have been substituted by the Great 
Spirit, in the room of the falling, which 
had been among the New-Lights. The 
principal of these, were the rolling ex- 
ercise, the jerks and the barks. 

The rolling exereise which consisted 
in being cast down in a violent man- 
ner, doubled with the head and feet 
together, and rolled over and over like 
a wheel, or stretched in a prostrate 
manner, turned swiftly over and over 
like a log. This was considered very 
debasing and mortifying, especially if 
the person was taken in this manner 
through the mud, and sullied therewith 
from head to foot. 

Still more demeaning and mortify- 
ing, were the jerks. Nothing in na- 
ture could better represent this strange 
and unaccountable operation, than for 
one to goad another, alternately on ev- 
ery side with a pieceof hotiron. The 
exercise commonly began in the head 





which would fly backward and forward 
and from side to side with a quick jolt, 
which the person would naturally labor 
to suppress, but in vain. The more 
any one labored to stay himself and be 
sober, the more he staggered, and the 
more rapidly his twitches increased. 
He must necessarily go as he was 
stimulated, whether with a violent dash 
on the ground and bounce from place 
to place like a football, or hop round 
with head, limbs and trunk, twitching 
and jolting in every direction, as if 
they must inevitably flyasunder. How 
such could escape without injury, was 
no small wonder to spectators, 

By this strange operation the human 
frame was commonly so transformed 
and disfigured, as to lose every trace 
of its natural appearance. Sometimes 
the head would be twitched right and 
left to a half round, with such velocity 
that not a feature could be discovered 
but the face appear as much behind as 
before. In the quick, progressive 
jerk, it would seem as if the person 
was transmuted into some other spe- 
cies of creature. Head-dresses were 
of little account. Even kerchiefs 
bound tight round the head, would be 
flirted off almost with the first twitch, 
and the hair put into the utmost con- 
fusion. This was a very great incon 
venience, to redress which, the gener- 
ality were shorn, though directly con- 
trary to their confession of faith. 

Such as were seized with the jerks, 
were wrested at once, not only from 
under their own government, but that 
of every one else, so that it was dan- 
gerous to attempt confining them, or 
touching them in any manner, to what- 
ever danger they were exposed. Few 
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were hurt, except it were such as re- 
belled against the operation through 
willful and deliberate enmity, and re- 
fused to comply with the injunctions 
which it came to enforce. 

The last possible grade of mortifiea- 
tion seemed to be couched in the barks, 
which frequently accompanied the jerks 
nor were they contemptible characters 
who were the common victims of this 
disgracing operation, but persons who 
considered themselves in the foremost 
rank, possessed of the highest im- 
provements of human nature. In 
spite of all the efforts of nature, both 
men and women would be forced to 
personate that animal, whose name, 
appropriated to a human creature, is 
counted the most vulgar stigma. 

Forced I say, for no argument but 
force, could induce any one of polite 
breeding, in a public company, to take 
the position of a canine beast, move 
about on all fours, growl, snap the 
teeth, and bark in so personating a 
manner, as to set the eyes and ears of 
the spectator at variance. It was 
commonly acknowledged by the sub- 
jects of these exercises, that they were 
laid upon them as a chastisement for 
disobedience, or a stimulus to incite 
them to some duty or exercise to which 
they felt opposed. Hence, it was very 
perceivable that the quickest method 
to find releasement from the jerks and 
barks, was to engage in the voluntary 
dance. Such as refused, being in- 
wardly moved thereto as their duty and 
privilege, had to bear these afflicting 
operations from month to month, and 
from year to year, until they wholly 
lost their original design, and were 
converted into a badge of honor, in 





the same manner as the first outward 
mark of human guilt. 

Although these strange convulsions 
served to overawe the heaven-daring 
spirits of the wicked, and stimulate 
the halting Schismatics to the per- 
formance of many duties disagreeable 
to the carnal mind, yet in all this, 
their design was not fully comprehend- 
ed. Something doubtful and awful, 
was thought to be figured oat thereby, 
which would suddenly fall with pain 
upon the heads of the wicked; and 
nothing was more calculated to excite 
such fearful apprehensions, than the 
expressions that were sometimes mixed 
with the bow wow wow, such as every 
knee shall bow, and every tongue con- 
fess. At least these exercises served 
to show that the foundation was not 
yet laid for unremitting joy, and that 
such as attached themselves to this 
people, must unite with them as a 
body destined to suffer with Christ, 
before they could reign with him. 

However great the sufferings of the 
Schismatics, from a sense of their own 
remaining depravity, the burden and 
weight of distress they bore for a lost 
world, the hatred, contempt, and per- 
secuting rage of all around them to- 
gether with the spasmodic writhings 
of body with which they were so gen- 
erally‘exercised ; yet they were not a 
little alleviated by the many extraor- 
dinary signs and gifts of the spirit, 
through which they were encouraged 
to look for brighter days. Among 
these innumerable signs and gifts, may 
be ranked, the spirit of prophecy ; 
being caught up or carried away in 
this spirit, and remaining for hours in- 
sensible of anything in nature, dream- 
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ing of dreams, seeing visions, hearing 
unspeakable words, the fragrant smell, 
and delightful singing. 

This spirit of prophecy is particu- 
larly worthy of notice, which had its 
foundation in a peculiar kind of faith, 
and grew up under the special influ- 
ence of visions and dreams. The 
first thing was to believe what God 
had promised, with an appropriating 
faith; cast anchor upon the thing 
promised though unseen, and hold the 
soul to the pursuit of it in defiance of 
all the tossing billows of unbelief. 
This faith, so contrary to the carnal 
heart, they concluded must be of God. 
It must be the spirit of Christ, or God 
working in the creature, both to will 
and todo. What is the promise but 
the purpose of God? What is the 
purpose of my soul, says the Schis- 
matic, but to have the thing promised. 
Has God promised? He cannot lie: 
Has He purposed? He cannot alter. 
What his spirit leads me to, I shall 
possess, as certain as God is stronger 
than evil. Upon this principle all 
were encouraged to believe the promise 
and immediately set out in co-operation 
with the promiser; and in proportion 
to the strength of their faith, to pre- 
dict the certain accomplishment of that 
purpose of God, which they felt with- 
in them. 

Notwithstanding this faith furnished 
a very bold foundation for predicting 
what should come to pass, yet it was 
far from comprehending the whole of 
that evidenee, upon which the Schis- 
imatic looked for the purpose and prom- 
ise of God to be fulfilled. It was very 
common for them to be caught up or 
catried away by the same spirit of 





faith, and be shown in bright and 
heavenly visions, the indisputable re- 
ality of what they before contemplated 
in a simple belief. In those ecstacies 
some would seem to desert the body, 
and leave it for hours in a state al- 
most or quite inanimate. Others in 
their transports, would seem to use 
their clay tenement as a kind of instru- 
ment, to sign out and represent to the 
spectators, what the active spirit saw 
in open vision. 

Of these extraordinary visions, noth- 
ing can be communicated here beyond 
an imperfect hint, and whether they 
ever be correctly stated on paper is a 
matter of doubt. Their general im- 
port respected things that were darkly 
hinted at in the Scriptures, and hard 
to be understood ; such things as were 


especially to take place in the latter 


days. Hence, notwithstanding they 
had adopted the Scriptures under the 
notion of a confession of faith, yet it 
was not immediately to the Scriptures 
they applied for light, but to that 
transporting spirit which opened clear- 
ly to the mind, those mysterious things 
recorded in Scripture, which the wis- 
est men upon earth, without the spirit, 
could not understand. 

We view Christ as the only center 
of union, and love the only bond. Let 
us labor after this spirit, and when we 
obtain it, then we shall all be united 
in one body. Some are groaning for 
the wounds of the Presbyterian cause; 
some for the Methodist and some for 
the Baptist each believing that it is the 
cause of Christ for which they are 
groaning. Some are as heartily groan- 
ing for the wounds of the Christian 
cause, without respect to names or 
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parties. If we should unite our groans 
and cries to the Father of our mercies, 
for the general release and the coming 
of the Lord’s kingdom with power, 
God would hear and answer us. O let 
us unite in the common cause. Then 
will Zion shake herself from the dust, 
shine forth as the sun in his brightness 
and be terrible as an army with banners. 
Then shall she be a cup of trembling 
to all the people round about her, and 
shake terribly the nations. Then shall 
that man of sin be destroyed, and right- 
eousness shall flow down as a mighty 
stream. These things, dear brethren, 
are not vain imaginations for God 
is now about to take the earth. Thy 
kingdom come. Even so come Lord 
Jesus. Brethren, yours in the Lord. 

R. MArRsHALL. 

J. Duntavy. 

B. W. Stone. 

J. THOMPSON. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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THE SHAKERS AND THE CAUSE 
OF PEAOE. 


ALFRED LOVE, PRESIDENT OF THE 
UnrversaL Peace UNION, 
Speaks at Mr. LEBANON. 


On Sunday, Aug. 23rd., at the usu- 
al Society meeting of the Shakers, held 
at the church in Mt. Lebanon, N. Y., 
a number of visitors were pres- 
ent. Daniel Boler, first Elder of the 
Ministry, opened the meeting. After 
singing and other exercises, Elder 
Frederic W. Evans delivered a short 
sermon, taking for his text, Heb. 
ix., 28: “Unto them that look for 
Christ, shall he appear a second time 





without sin, unto salvation.” He first 
sketched the history of the primitive 
church, with its cardinal doctrines. 
Jesus had preached und carried out 
with his disciples, community of goods. 
Another doctrine was that of a celibate 
virgin life; and his disciples were to 
take up the cross and follow him. 
And not the least of these great prin- 
ciples was non-resistance; they were 
to be peaceable, and to take no part 
in war. Elder Frederic alluded to the 
persecutions of the early Christians 
and the ‘‘two witnesses” down to the 
Quaker order, who were, he said, the 
most prominent of all the witnesses 
for truth. 

Then, in 1770, the Christ spirit ap- 
peared a second time on earth, toa 
woman named Ann Lee, revealed the 
Fatherhood and Motherhood of God, 
and taught that human beings must 
confess and repent of their sins, and 
work out their own salvation. That 
was the testimony of Mother Ann, 
who gathered round her a chosen band 
of faithful witnesses. That church has 
stood for overa hundred years. After 
alluding to the remarkable (and thus 
far accurate) prophecy uttered in 1803, 
by Joseph Hoag, a Quaker, he went 
on to show that the foundation of the 
redemption of humanity is laid on this 
earth, and that it will never be over- 
thrown. That is where we stand to- 
day. There are many noble-hearted 
men and women in the Shaker Socie- 
ties true as steel to the testimony, who 
have consecrated themselves to help to 
actualize true Christianity upon this 
earth. The Believers had with them 
that day a messenger of God, a man 
who had dedicated himself to the cause 
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of humanity, to abolish war from the 
nations; he was the representative of 
earnest men and women corresponding 
with him from various parts of the 
world, so that a nucleus of power was 
now arising in Philadelphia, which was 
‘sjudging the nations.” He thanked 


God for such an organization, and for 
their faithful representative. 


After some remarks from Elder Cal- 
vin Reed, Sisters, Martha J. Ander- 
son, Catharine Allen and a few other 
Brethren and Sisters, Br. Daniel Of- 
ford introduced to the meeting, as an 
‘tapostle of peace,” the above-named 
messenger, Alfred H. Love, who de- 
livered an address in substance as fol- 
lows :—‘*What were they that their 
eyes those glories saw, and their ears 
heard the sound?” Which was the 
pew and which the pulpit, which was 
the spiritual and which the material? 
It was ‘‘Communion day” with them ; 
not the communion day that they had 
in his neighborhood at Philadelphia, 
at one of their largest churches, where 
it was an outward communion, but a 
communion of soul-feeling and of spir- 
it: and in the same manner he might 
liken it to their baptismal day, their 
dedication day and their consecration 
day ; because he felt that good people 
had all these good things at all times, 
without the calendar and without fix- 
ing a date. Reared as a Friend or 
Quaker, he was there not as a member 
of any religious sect outwardly, but 
as a member of all religious denomina- 
tions in spirit, for his sympathies were 
with the good of every denomination. 
He had filled the pulpits of Universal- 
ists, Presbyterians and others; and 

why? Because there was a member- 





ship outside of the formality of a creed ; 
and in that spirit he was among them 
that day. 

Last evening, picking up a Bible be- 
fore retiring, as was his wont, he 
opened it at that beautiful chapter of 
Jobn containing the words, ‘‘Wilt thou 
be made whole?” The sick man thus 
addressed, after complying with the 
conditions, was healed, and he rose 
and walked; and it was the Sabbath 
day. So he retired with that upon his 
mind, and he thought, ‘‘How fitting 
to be in the Shaker Community, and 
to reflect with the sick man of old, 
‘*Can I be made whole?” No wonder 
that he had a good night’s rest, and 
that he came with a cup overflowing 


with love and sympathetic regard for 


them. No wonder, too, that we should 
feel eneouragement in traveling about 
in the world and seeing so much good 
that can be found there, if it can only 
be brought out of its recesses and util- 
ized. In thirty-five years of travel- 


| ing through the prisons, he met with a 


great many who had lost their way, 
and when he got to the secret recesses 
of their hearts, he found that they did 
not really wish to be bad; they had 
missed their way; there was weakness 
and they needed strength. After con- 
versing with them thus, he frequently 
induced them to make promises of 
reformation. By reasoning with them, 
one after another had been reformed ; 
and peace was produced in that direc- 
tion. 

So it was in other matters. He had 
always been a peace man; it was as 
natural to him as to take the air into 
his lungs. He could not but see that 
a peaceful condition was best for us 
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all; the amiable and affectionate feel- 
ings of the heart, and all the facilities 
for being at peace would not have been 
given to us, were it not intended that 
we should be at peace. Therefore, 
when he met with a general or other 
military officer, he declined to call him 
by his title; this was the case when he 
met General Gregory ; he saluted him 
thus: ‘Friend Gregory, how dost 
thou?” The lieutenant prompted him 
aside, to ‘‘call him general;” but he 
said,‘‘ Ido not want to call any one by 
a name which signifies a man-killer, or 
one skilled in destroying human be- 
ings.” ‘*Then take my hand,” said 


the chief ; ‘‘I wish there was no war and 


nogenerals.” ‘*Well then, begin now ; 
throw off thy epaulets, and cast away 
thy title.” At a future time, ‘the 
sword shall be beaten into a plough- 
share and the spear into a pruning- 
hook:” but the ‘‘beating” has to be 
done; begin now, and there will be a 
prospect of their being transformed. 
At the Philadelphia Centennial, they 
held a meeting in old Carpenter’s Hall 
to promulgate their testimony for 
peace. Mary Thorne, a Friend, had 
been delegated to have an emblem of 
peace suspended over his, (the speak- 
er’s) head as president, a dove with 
outspread wings ; but her humane feel- 
ings dissuaded her from having a bird 
killed and stuffed for the purpose; 
‘‘Thee can get along without any em- 
blem over thy head.” But the speak- 
er related how a friend from California 
arrived with a live, white dove ina 
basket, which he opened. The beau- 
tiful creature flew :thrice round their 
hall, then out of the window, circled 
thrice round old. Independence Hall ; 





returned into their place of assembly, 
and perched upon the statue of Jeffer- 
son during the meeting. Three swords 
were brought to them, from Ireland, 
from Pennsylvania and from another 
state; then Clayton Rogers said, ‘I 
am a manufacturer, and will turn them 
into a plough and pruning-hooks.” 
These agricultural implements with so 
significant an origin, were sent to the 
Paris Exposition; from thence they 
were presented to Switzerland, and 
now, bearing an inscription, they are 
located in the Hall at Geneva where 
the arbitration took place between | 
Great Britain and the United States. 

These little incidents he related to 
indicate how the work is going for- 
ward. They would be interested to 
know that not only did the British 
Government have to concede what the 
Quakers asked; but our own Ameri- 
can Government had to coneede the 
principle of non-resistance as applied 
to war. During the War of the Re- 
bellion, a number of Friends were 
drafted and carried into the ranks; but 
the general had to report, ‘*We cannot 
do anything with these men.” The 
governor expected them ‘‘to change 
such foolish notions.” He (the speak- 
er) positively refused to serve. His 
father and another man each offered to 
pay his three hundred dollars for him. 
A colored man said, ‘‘You are a good 
anti-slavery man; I will go and serve 
for you as a substitute.” <‘‘I cannot 
take you, my brother.” ‘‘Then I will 
go out and get a white man instead.” 
‘‘T cannot take a human being to be 
my agent; the agent is as bad as the 
principal.” A doctor said, ‘‘Shall I 
put in ‘‘Physical disability?” ‘No, I 
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am stout, strong, able to do military 
service.” ‘You have spectacles; are 
you only carrying those to avoid 
the draft?” Another doctor exam- 
ined his eyes, and said, ‘‘We give you 
three days grace: come back, and we 
will see what we can do for you.” 

But of course he gave no promise to 
return, and the next thing that tran- 
spired was, he was brought back and 
told, ‘‘It will kill your mother to hear 
that you will be punished as a desert- 
er.” ‘*No, my mother is made of a 
better material than that, if her son is 
. Standing by a principle.” ‘Well, 
what must be done with this man?” 
‘‘He must be shot.” ‘J am ready in 
five minutes’ time.” But, ultimately, 
they gave him his exemption papers. 

Abraham Lincoln had said, ‘‘Do 
not hurt those people; they are my 
best citizens.” Stanton said, ‘‘My 
grandfather was a Quaker, and I know 
they will not budge an inch from their 
point.” An act was passed through 
Congress, releasing the Quakers and 
Shakers from military service; also 
providing that the duty should devolve 
upon them of taking care of sick and 
wounded soldiers. So we got that en- 
actment into the constitution of the 
United States. This resistance to 
compulsory military service was in the 
old spirit of William Penn, and upon 
that they stood. ‘‘No human author- 
ity can interfere with the rules of con- 
science :” that is on the statute books 
of Pennsylvania; and no human anu- 
thority could take that away; for it 
was in their bill of rights. Upon the 


Behring Sea difficulty, the Peace Un- 


ion addressed both Salisbury and 
Blaine to this effect: ‘Friends, do 





not interfere With the peace between 
the mother country and this country; 
but arbitrate your difficulty, and see if 
you cannot settle it in that way.” 

Blaine wrote to Salisbury in the spirit 
that they wished; and now the matter 
is in course of settlement. When Ven- 
ezuela was threatened by the British 
with a war, the Universal Peace Union 
sent their representative Stollmeyer to 
negotiate with both countries: and at 
length a letter came from Salisbury, 
that if it was thought that the English 
were taking an inch of the territory, it 
should be left to the United States to 
decide; and that imbroglio, too, was 
in course of adjustment. 

We had done wondrously in science 
and art: but there remained other 
worlds to conquer; the spirituality of 
our being was to be developed, and we 
had to diffuse the universal love of God 
and man. This was not an impossible 
task; for the Creator did not leave us 
without the means to realize our con- 
ceptions. The ideal in this Communi- 
ty could be attained. There would not 
be a God of all goodness and of om- 
nipotence, if he could give us a con- 
ception of a higher condition, and then 
tie our hands and leave us powerless 
to do the work. ‘Righteousness and 
peace have kissed each other,” ex- 
claimed the psalmist. The great poet 
had said, ‘‘Still in thy right hand car- 
ry gentle peace.” If you go forth 
with a weapon, it causes a weapon to 
be used in return; while, on the con- 
trary, the open and friendly hand at- 
tracts; it signifies welcome; the open 
hand is peace. They would continue 


working zealously for the cause of 
peace, looking upwards to the God of 
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peace for aid in their endeavors, and 
they would reverently say to him, “O 
Lord! 
Forgive us, if too close we lean 
Our human hearts on Thee!” 


HAVE FAITH. 


Lars ERICKSON. 





Wartcn for false prophets. They 
are all deceitful. It is only one faith 
that bringeth forth good fruit unto 
righteousness, and that is the blessed 
faith of Jesus Christ. No man can 
take that faith except it be given from 
the Father. True faith is founded on 
Christ only. He is the gift of God 
given to mankind. In him is hidden 
all treasure that is meeded for man’s 
redemption. 

The first thing that faith bringeth 
forth is life; next is light; next is 
righteousness and then full redemp- 
tion. This faith never was known to 
fail in love from man to his fellowman. 
Many profess to have faith but fail to 
love God, and therefore they are false 
and the truth is not in them. They 
refuse Christ and have no love to their 
neighbor, therefore Jesus gave us this 
sign, ‘‘By their fruits ye shall know 
them.” 

Pleasant Hill, Ky. 


ae a> 
Ae 


LORD, INCREASE MY FAITH. 





ANNIE R. STEPHENS. 


Lorp, increase my faith, 
That its power may be 
A light to shine ’mid darkness, 
A guiding star to me. 
Though ebon clouds hang o’er me, 
All lesser lights grow pale, 
But faith’s unfailing glory 
No storm-clouds can assail. 





Lord, increase my faith; 
My heavenly guide ’twill be, 

To lead o’er trackless waters— 
Life’s foaming, wave-tossed sea. 

Oh! what am I without it? 

A wreck upon the strand: 

My faith, my sure deliverer, 
Guides with unfaltering hand. 
Lord, increase my faith; 

May it gleam a beacon ray; 

Pierce through the midnight shadows 
And cheer life’s stormy way. 

When fierce the tempest rages, 
And high the billows roll, 

This fadeless light from heaven 
Reveals the shining goal. 
Lord, increase my faith; 

Its power is strong to save, 

It fills my heart with courage 
To walk upon the wave. 

My star, my guide, my comfort, 
I'll follow evermore; 

Through it I'll brave all danger 
And reach the sunlit shore. 

Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 


—4>> 
or 


THE SHAKERS’ DOOTRINE. 
Extracts from a Sermon by Elder H. L. Eads, 
of South Union, Ky. 

What is Meant by the Second Coming of Christ. 





Tue following sermon was delivered 
by the venerable H. L. Eads, Bishop 
of the South Union Community of 
Shakers, from the text: ‘“‘I am the 
Way and the Truth and the Life; No 
Man cometh to the Father but by 
Me.” John xiv., 16. 

‘‘There is nothing more true than 
the text I have chosen to-day, and I 
hope truth may guide me in all I may 
say. Oh, truth! Sacred truth, thou 
art God! Then let us have it, though 
it should transpose ideas and beliefs 
we may long have cherished. I am 


informed that new truths are causing 
other churches to revise their creed, 
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and may not the Shakers have to do 
the same since some leaders do not 
agree on some essential points of doc- 
trine? To this I would say. firstly, 
that the Shakers have no creed. Our 
faith is Apostolic and unchangeable— 
one faith, one Lord and one baptism. 
The faith that saved the Apostles will 
save the world. Speculative theories 
may lead some in another direction, 
but all who are saved must come back 
to the ‘faith that was once delivered 
to the Saints.’ Admitting the charg- 
es, I shall endeavor in as few words 
as possible to correct them. One is 
the denial that Jesus is the Christ 
which he claimed to be, and to which 
his Apostles bore witness. ‘These 
things are written that ye might be- 
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God.”—Jno. 20-31. ‘For 
there is one God and one mediator be- 
tween God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus.”—Tim. 2-5. These are truths, 
incontrovertible. ‘There was no medi- 
ator above and between Him and God 
as supposed by some. It is as cor- 
rect to say Jesus the Christ as it is to 
say Daniel the Minister. Another is 
that the true Christ came from the 
seventh heaven, entered in and took 
possession of Jesus at his baptism, and 
a third is that a Christ of the Universe 
directed and guided Jesus. 
Both of these postulates are in viola- 
tion of the first canon of logic, and no 
man can know his reasoning.is sound 
without having studied this science 
and complying with its canons. 


came, 


The seven heavens spoken of have 
no reference to distances in space, as 
contended for, but they are the seven 
conditions of our race, one above the 








other, from animal man up to Christ, 
who introduced the seventh and _high- 
est condition possible to the race, and 
which his true followers enjoy. Points 
in space do not make a heaven for any 
soul. Heaven is spiritual. God’s king- 
dom is within you, and wherever you 
are, if the soul is in harmony with 
God, it is in heaven—if not, it is in 
hell, even though it should be in the 
company of saints and angels. Heay- 
en and hell are both here—you ascend 
to heaven as you ascend in goodness, 
and descend to hell as you increase or 
descend in badness. Thus every one 
will get the reward of the deeds done 
in the body, whether they be good or 
evil, for God is no respecter of per- 
sons. You do not have to go above 
the clouds and into the starry regions 
to find the one, nor descend into the 
bowels of the earth to find the other. 
Astronomy shows the falsity of both 
postulates; it teaches that Alpha in 
the constellation of the Centauri is the 
nearest star to the earth, and that it is 
206,000 times further off than the sun 
which is 95,000,000 miles distant, and 
that it takes the light of this nearest 
star three years and four months to 
reach our earth. 
posed that any distinct entity, either 
spiritual or material, could travel faster 


Now it is not sup- 


than light, which flashes around our, 


globe almost as quick as thought, and 
were the first material heaven spoken 
of on a plane with this nearest star, 
Christ would have said to the repentant 
thief, ‘this day three years and four 
months wilt thou be with Me in para- 
dise(!)’ But, as I have said, heaven 
is here: we do not have to go among 
the stars to find it. The Lick telescope 
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reveals enough to show that it would 
take the Christ of the universe millions 
of years to visit all its parts, thus con- 
firming the truth that sucha Christ is a 
creature of the imagination and has no 
existence; and the same of the sev- 
enth heaven missionary. To suppose 
the seven heavens were seven rings at 
great distances around the earth would 
‘be to make this little ball of ours the 
center of God’s universe(!) when God 
is as much here as auywhere in space, 
seeing every act, and knowing every 
thought of our lives, for all of which 
He will hold us accountable. So let 
us all come back from the stars, ac- 
cept and obey Him who is the way, the 
truth and the life, as we never can 


come to the Father but by Him, Jesus 


Christ, who never made a mistake or 
blunder. It is thought by some that 
He was mistaken on the food question, 
but He was not: yet all should be 
Apostolic enough to abstain from any 
kind of food rather than offend weak 
brethren who do not know the compo- 
nents or properties of the food ‘that 
goeth into the mouth,’ and thus sup- 
port union and harmony. 

The second coming of Christ is ques- 
tioned by many, who wish to know 
something about the marriage of the 
Lamb and Bride and when and where 
it took place, and how Ann Lee came 
to have that honor. According to her 
testimony, it was about the middle of 
August, 1770, over one hundred and 
twenty years ago. She says she saw 
the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and 
she (I believe her, for I have had the 

‘great honor of seeing Him myself) 
conversed with Him face to face, as 
one person with another, and that, in 





the presence of hosts of shining An- 
gels and Christ Himself there told her 
that she was the one of God’s own 
choice to carry on his work, not of gen- 
eration, but of regeneration, when 
Ann accepted and owned Him as her 
Lord and Guide, and ever after that 
her followers gave her the title of 
Mother. Thus they became one, and 
the marriage of the Lamb and Bride 
was completed by God Himself in the 
presence of angelic hosts without. any 
priestly ceremony, and she humbly ac- 
cepted Christ, the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life, which she lived and 
manifested to the world the second 
time as predicted, ‘without sin unto 
salvation,’ and thus ended the mystery 
of the second coming of Christ, and 
all who are still looking for Him to 
come bodily through the clouds are 
doomed to disappointment, for he came 
asa thief in the night, as predicted 
more than one hundred years ago, and 
he now Calls to all the world, saying : 
‘Come unto Me, for I am the Way 
and the Truth and the Life. No man 
cometh to the Father but by Me.’” 





2 
+@r— 


NOT QUESTIONABLE. 

Dr. LigutTrooT says that Adam was 
created on Friday morning at 9 o’clock, 
that he ate the fruit about 1 P.M. and 
that Christ was promised at 3 P. M. 

Julius Africanus insists that the world 
was made Sept. Ist., and was 5508 yrs. 3 
mo. and 25 days old at the birth of Jesus. 
He wrote A. D. 220. 





THrRovuGH careless thought shall we be 
brought 
To suffer more than pain of death; 
By earthly ill our cups may fill, 
As friends resign the mortal breath. 
M. Whitcher. 
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Exiterial. 





Ir was a good thought that a be- 
loved brother entertained, when he 
called to remembrance the gospel 
work that might and should be car- 
With a little extra 
effort much good may be accom- 
plished. It only needs this inspir- 
ing current of thought to pass from 
mind to mind, through the household 
of faith to kindle anew a zeal for love 
to God and for peace and good-will 
toward all men. Yea, good brother 
we want the inspiration that has 
touched your soul to become as wells 


ried into effect. 








‘sof living water springing up unto 
everlasting life,” that every one may 
drink freely of these waters and thirst 
no more. 

The water from Jacob’s well may 
be very good for many purposes, 
for the children of this world and 
be to them God’s natural blessing, 
so much to be desired, and so essen- 
tial for health and comfort in this 
world. While we unite with them 
in giving thanks for the unbounded 
supply of good gifts which come to 
us so freely from the hand of our 
God, we will not forget how much 
we are indebted to Him for all the 
gifts and graces that adorn the mind 
and which enable us, as children of 
his care, to work the works of right- 
eousness. 

This gives evidence of a growing 
interest toward goodness; of a life 
above that of a mere animal exist- 
ence: and a light from God that is 
to redeem the world. Our responsi- 
bility in this matter is one of magni- 
tude. Neither principalities nor pow- 
ers should be able to exert an influ- 
ence detrimental to the prominent 
interest that has called us from the 
world. As there are no mysteries 
to obstruct the highway of holiness 
or that can ever prevent the pure in 
heart or the peacemakers from seeing 
the glory of God, so we have noth- 
ing to fear. in accepting the cross of 
the Christ, and in presenting this be- 
fore the world. It is simple, easy to 
be understood and affords a light so 
bright and clear that there need be 
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no fear of losing the right path if we 


enter in at the strait gate. 
The elements of human nature are, 


no doubt, quite as they were ‘‘in the 
beginning,” and the advancement in 
human progress must be the cultiva- 
tion of man’s moral and spiritual fac- 
ulties. The fearful outbursts of pas- 
sion and the revolting crimes that are 
so suddenly aroused in the ignorant 
brutal mind is a fearful reminder of 
what our life may be if we neglect 
to walk uprightly. 

Jesus in accepting ‘his mission 
gave testimony that he was the light 
of the world; that his doctrine was 
from God; that it was absolutely 
necessary for man to make strait paths 
in which to walk, and to repent or 
change his mind from that of an 
earthly, sensual man, to that ofa 
spiritual man, or a child of God. 

This same light was and is given 
to all the disciples, and to them, and 
no less to us, Jesus has said, You 
are a light in the world; you are 
as a city upon a hill, which cannot be 
hid. Having received this spiritual 
light, you must let it shine before all 
men, that they may see your guod 
works, and through these learn to 
glorify your Father in heaven. 

All who have this light in one de- 
gree or more, should let it shine. 
A very little of God’s light in the 
soul is a most precious blessing. If 
it affords strength sufficient to con- 
quer one bad habit it is well worth 
cherishing and eminently worth our 
giving thanks. 





Returning to the word of our broth- 
er, who has made alive the sleeping 
thought of many anxious souls, we 
would repeat,—‘‘If Believers would 
only make a little more effort!” If 
they will only—and we believe they 
will, ‘we are assured that a bless- 
ing will attend and increasing good 
be established. 

Let light be diffused more freely 
in the world. If the truth as found 
in the testimony of the Christ, has 
made us free, the same truth will 
make others equally free, and inas- 
much as it has enlarged our thank- 
fulness for these heavenly blessings, 
it will effect a corresponding work in 
the hearts of others. 





(=> Through the kindness of friends 
we are able to distribute several cop- 
ies of the MaNniIFESTO gratuitously. 
We will send a copy of the paper, 
one year, free to any one sending us 
his or her address. 


_— @ 
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Please write the articles that 





cc 
are intended for publication on 
sheets of NOTE SIZE, 5x8 inches, 
and much oblige the printers of the 
MANIFESTO. 

Tributes to the memory of our Sis- 
ter, Averill A. Copley were received 
too late for insertion in this number 
of the MANIFESTO. 





~~ 
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Lay not up for yourselves treasures up- 
on earth where moth and rust doth cor- 
rupt and where thieves break through 
and steal. Matt vi., 19. 
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NOTES ABOUT HOME. 


Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 
Average of Weather at Mt. Lebanon. 


August. 
Thermometer. Rain. 
1890. 66.19 11 3¢ in. 
1891. 69.15 3 13.16 in. 
Geo. M. W. 


Center Family. 
Sept. 6, 1891. 

How swiftly fly the wheels of time! 
Only afew days ago, seemingly, I wrote 
Home Notes for July and lo! and behold 
another month is numbered with the past! 
Have we anything to show for the march 
of events? Yea, surely. Our barns are 
well filled with the produce of the earth 
and potatoes are being stored for winter, 
which are of very fine quality. Pears are 
so abundant it is difficult to market them, 
especially since peaches glut the market 
of our inland city of Pittsfield. Both 
these fruits are very fine this year. Plums 
are also very plentiful, and prices range 
accordingly. Our tomato crop looks 
likely to be a failure, yet we hope to se- 
cure enough of this indispensable article 
to make us comfortable, insomuch as 
creature comforts are concerned. 

I am pleased with the musings of our 
poets O.C. Hampton and Cecelia De 
Vere. There are other gifted writers who 
contribute occasionally for our edification 
to the columns of the MANIFESTO; my 
thanks to each and all who feel an inter- 
est in making our paper a vehicle for 
Shaker thoug ht and the intercommuning 
of the various Churches, located in the 
several states of the Union. Surely, we 
as a people should feel as much solicitude 
in sustaining our little Periodical for 
spreading the truths of Shakerism as oth- 
er religious bodies are, in propagating their 
views of God and Christ and what consti- 
tutes Christianity. 

On Aug. 26, a party of eight Sisters and 
seven Brethren from our home went to 
Greylock summit, the highest point of 





land in the state of Massachusetts, being 
about 3,500 ft. above sea level. We had 
quite an enjoyable time, for an outing. 
Some of us had to sleep on the floor, which 
did not quite come up in point of comfort 
to our nice hair and husk mattresses, 
still we roughed it through and liked the 
c'iange. ¥. TR. 


North Family. 
Sept. 10, 1891: 

CHILLY nights and cool mornings re- 
mind vs of approaching winter and of the 
necessity of having our fire arrangements 
all in safe working order. At this season 
of the year we only need a little flash of 
fire, and the light fuel we use is just 
right to set chimneys and stove pipes on 
fireif they are not cleared of soot. De- 
fective flues and carélessly put up stove 
pipes cause a large percentage of the fires 
in our country. 

I had a little experience in our boiler 
cellar, the other morning. We were 
burning some trashy stuff and a few 
sparks fell on the floor; I took the broom 
and swept them up and hung up the 
broom. In a few moments a scent of 
smoke attracted my attention, and I went 
to/see what was the cause, and found the 
broom on fire; water being handy and I 
being right there no damage occurred. I 
have concluded hereafter to wet the broom 
before hanging it up. 

We are now engaged cutting corn for 
ensilage. We have the boiler outside the 
barn and we draw the wood as we wantit; 
a cart load was dumped near by, and in 
the middle of the forenoon smoke was ob- 
served coming from that load of wood. 
A spark had fallen from the smoke-stack 
upon the wood and fire was the result. 
We make it an invariable rule after we 
start a fire in the boiler, never to leave it; 
we remain there until every spark is ex- 
tinguished by an abundance of water, and 
the same with our kilns for drying apples 
&c. They should never be left till the fire 
is in a perfectly safe condition, and never 
leave on any account when drying in the 
night. A hose should be attached to the. 
hydrant and ready for instant use; but 
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where there is no hydrant a barrel or two 
of water and pails should always be in 
readiness. 

We finished haying on Sept. 4. Fruit 
harvest has commenced and is very abun- 


_ dant. 


Our Ministry leave for Watervliet on 
the 16th. inst. In kindest love. D. O. 


2 
or 


Watervliet, N. Y. 

Ir is somé time since we have written 
any Notes. We took the gentle hint in 
the MANIFESTO to do better. The sum- 
mer is past, but the harvest is not ended. 
While hay and grain are secured, fruit 
and vegetables are not. Hay, fair crop. 
Oats very good. Rye fair. Beans rusted 
badly, consequently few cans filled. We 
are busy canning pears, plums and toma- 
toes, also drying corn. Fruit is plenty ex- 
cept peaches in our locality, of the latter 
we have enough to make us comfortable. 
Have had considerable wet weather, which 
has hindered work, but we keep moving 
as there is always plenty to do. 

We have had good, refreshing meetings, 
and if the spiritual atmosphere has not 
been cleared it is not for the lack of gos- 
pel testimony,—delivered not in a cooing, 
lullaby style, but in trumpet tones, that 
wak ens into life the true-hearted Believer, 
if it does not effectually arouse the slum- 
bering, or more properly the dead soul in- 
to newness of life. 

Our motto is, Fear not—‘‘Cry aloud 
spare not,” neither the wrongs in our- 
selves nor others. We have also had beau- 
tiful ministering spirits in our midst the 
past season. Not only the loved ones who 
have gone before, but the loved ones still 
living with us in earth-life. Beloved El- 
dress Joanna Kaime, whose beautiful in- 
fluence is with us yet, and her precious 
words will long be remembered. 

All the good Sisters from Enfield N. H. 
each one of whom we remember, and shall 
always feel drawn nearer to them for their 
beautiful testimony and life. Nor must 
we forget our dear Sister Amelia Calver 
and the two Sisters with her; also Br. 
Watson Andrews who seemed to possess 








the life and power of the gospel in his soul. 
We have heard rumors of an accident that 
befell him, but trust it is not as serious as 
reported. Health of Society good with 
few exceptions. t 
AE SEE 
Hancock, Mass. 
Sept. 9, 1891. 

DEAR EprirorR;—With a soul full of 
appreciation and thankfulness for the lu- 
minous little monthly magazine that comes 
to us laden with riches, and sheds its radi- 
ant beams of light on the pilgrim’s path- 
way, we take our pen for the purpose of 
adding our mite to the department of the 
Home Notes. Thoughtful remembrances 
and kindest wishes are tendered to the 
faithful band who so patiently toil to in- 
terest and instruct the many readers, while 
breathings of prayer ascend to the Father 
above, that he may continue to bless and 
prosper so laudable an enterprise. 

We recently had the satisfaction of en- 
tertaining for a few hours a company of 
devoted, worthy Sisters from the North 
Family of Mt. Lebanon. 

Harvesting, cutting and drying of ap- 
ples, canning of fruit and attending tuo 
other needful duties is the present occu- 


pation. Apples and pears are more plen- 
tiful than we had anticipated. Plums 
few or none. Oatsagood crop. Pota- 


toes yielded well, but show signs of de- 
cay. Our little blackberry patch that 
looked so finely in the spring, gave us the 
nice product of sixteen bushels of rare 
sweet berries. 

“Dr. Kaime finding a flower under the 
Humboldt glacier was more afiected by 
it because it grew under the lip andin the 
cold bosom of the ice, than he would have 
been by the most gorgeous garden bloom.” 
In like manner we are sarprised, an:l 
record with great pleasure the fact that 
we gathered this season, from a tree 
grown in our Office garden, a bushel oi 
good peaches. Such an incident has not 
occurred in this section of country for 
several years. Br. Ira we are sorry to 
say, is not improving in health as it is 
desirable that he should. He now expects 
to make a trip as far south as New Jei- 
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sey, by advise of his Physician. Being 
unable to make the journey alone, two Sis- 
ters will accompany and remain with him. 
God grant that he be restored to health 
and comfort. J. L. S. 


2 
+> 


Shaker Station, Conn. 

Curist is spoken of in scripture ‘‘as the 
shadow of a great rock ina weary land.” 
The full meaning of this phrase comes to 
me now as never before. Here is the 
shadow of a great rock: where we find 
sweet home peace and rest beneath the 
shadow of his protecting, guiding love, 
while the lif e-battle grows more and more 
earnest. If we could always remember 
that He does indeed do all things well 
whatacomfort and blessing it would be! 
How light our burdens would grow, how 
easily we could walk and faint not. It 
does not seem right that we should bear 
burdens that need not be felt if. we had 
more faith and trust in his eternal good- 
ness and power. We are journeying on 
day by day, coming with each step near- 
er the rest and joy awaiting the faithful. 
Why may we not have more of that rest, 
more of that joy as we walk? Why may 
we not even here breathe the pure air of 
heaven and be strengthened by the sweet 
songs of peace the angels sing? 

Let us struggle on, hope on, hope ever. 
Let us be strong, be true, be manly, be- 
lieving that ‘‘He doeth all things well.’ 

“Guided by the Lord’s anointed’ we 
‘‘walk through green pastures and by still 
waters,’ and though sometimes the way 
seems rugged and sorrows arise, we have 
strength and courage to goon undoubt- 
ingly, and find peace and happiness in un- 
expected places. 

4698 spaces of cream were sold in Aug. 

Our new ever-bearing strawberry plants 
are remarkably vigorous, and give prom- 
ise of an early and late crop next season. 

Now is the time to decide on the num- 
ber of fowls to be wintered. Hens that 
have moulted should be separated from 
those that have not, and placed in winter 

Miarters, free from draughts at night. 
./Phe moulting hens should not be slighted. 











Hot milk is a valuable drink for them. 
They need a variety of health-giving diets. 
When the moulting season is over they 
should have a good supply of egg-making 
material. Buck-wheat and corn exclu- 
sively is not a good diet for hens, 

It is best to act wisely when starting in 
the poultry business. Large flocks of 
hens do not often pay as large a percent- 
age of profit as smaller ones. D. Orcutt. 


South Family. 

DESIRING to unite witha “good gift,” 
we say,—The testimony among us which 
serves to awaken our home circle to puri- 
ty of life and goodness of heart, is that 
where a few truth-loving souls are assem- 
bled to serve God in sincerity, there will 
the spirit of Christ be, to bless them. We 
gain spiritual substance, something living 
eternally, by our own exertion, just as we 
may gain temporal sustenance by indus- 
try. To expect redemption from the life 
of perverted nature by the merits of any 
other human being, however good, will 
inevitably lead to sad disappointment. 

We have the most favorable opportuni- 
ty now to commence to build a mansion 
in God’s holy temple, in which we may 
abide. To defer this work until we leave 
the mortal form, is unwise. - Divine in- 
struction leads us to believe that all souls 
will have an opportunity for eternal im- 
provement. We can most favorably com- 
mence the work of self-improvement to- 
day. Toaccomplish this great work, we 
must bear the cross of Christ, which will 
enable every one to say, “I have over- 
come the world.”” When we have over- 
come our individual world of selfishness 
and unhallowed desires and have grown 
to the fulness of manhood and woman- 
hood in the ministration of Divine love, 
(Christ) we have truly “set down with 
Him in his throne.” Our Parents made 
their outward lives subservient to a spir- 
itual travail. The temporal duties of life 
claim attention, but they should be sub- 
jected to the spiritual growth. 

We are pleased to see Br. D. Offord’s re- 
marks about the Reaper & Binder; we 
have-one of the same kind, and think it 
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works admirably. Two horses can draw 
it as easily as a mower, in heavy grass. 

It will do more work, and better, than 
any four horse binder. Its name deserves 
mention, ADRIANCE. We have been try- 
ing a Pruyn potato-digger and are con- 
vinced of its merits; may have more to 
say about it hereafter. Two horses of 
moderate weight can draw it quite easily, 
when properly adjusted. The weather 
has been hot for nearly two weeks, but a 
great change has come and we now fear 
that frost will overtake the corn. It is 
surprising how suddenly extremes follow 
each other in our New England climate. 

We wish to mention a brief visit to our 
home from Elder Andrew Barrett. We 
felt him a messenger of spiritual riches, 
gained by a life of consecration. ELDERs. 


+> 
> aan 


Ayer, Mass. 
Aug. 1891. 

DEAR EpiToR:—I see by the last MAnrt- 
FESTO that I am brought upon the stand, 
Criticism by Br. D. Offord. Well, I think 
I deserve it, though it was my intention 
on leaving home to have only a few days 
of rest. Ihave gathered much spiritual 
treagure, and while enjoying these rich 
seasons of good at the several Societies, 
Idid regret not having the company of 
our good Sisters, to share with me, and to 
drink in the heavenly inspirations. 

We are exhorted in our little paper to 
give breath to the spiritual as well as to 
the temporal. During my visit to my 
former home they gave me the privilege of 
a two days’ visit to the little family in 
Canaan which met my feelings most agree- 
ably. In my interviews with the Breth- 
ren and Sisters, many expressed a strong 
faith in the work of crucifixion, by the 
cross. The hour of worship really did my 
soul good, as I listened to the testimonies 
of truth that found utterance in that little 
united band, I could say with one of old, 
—‘It is good to be here.”” Not only were 
we with those in the body, but the pres- 
ence of the immortals was sensibly felt 
during this beautiful season. 








All through my old home I could realize 
the blessings of a heavenly influence rest- 
ing upon those who were still holding most 
sacred, those principles of purity which 
they have valued more than life. 

If by the outward we read the index of 
the mind, or that which is spiritual, we 
must say that Mt. Lebanon holds her place 
as the fountain head, from whence our oth- 
er homes may still draw new life. How 
pleasant it was to see consecrated souls 
ornamenting aud making their home at- 
tractive, in the beautifying of the Lord’s 
heritage. 

After a wearisome season of toil and 
care we are beginning to realize the bene- 
fits of good and thorough farming. From 
less than a quarter of an acre we took sev- 
enty-five bushels of extra nice potatoes, 
and the remaining fouracres have the ap- 
pearance of producing as good results. 

Our corn and ensilage crop never was 
better. The Sisters are busy in preserv- 
ing the fruit, and in caring for the herbs. 
The dry weather has very much reduced 
our water supply, and at present, we are 
obliged to resort to the pumps for much 
that we use. A. D. B. 


2 


Canterbury, N. H. 


Weather Record, for Aug. 1891. 
Highest Temp. during the mo. 88. 





Lowest ” ia = oe 
Mean ” ” ” ” 66.8 
Rainfall 3.94 in. 
Number of days on which 0.01 ” 
or more of rain fell, 9. 
N. A. Briees. 
Sept. 1891, 


WE are now quite certain that the sum- 
mer is past, and the harvesting of many 
things has ended for this season, but the 
part that has special reference to being 
saved will be reserved till next time. 
During the past few weeks we have had 
sad forebodings of a failure in the potato 
crop, as in several instances there has been 
evidence of premature decay. As thie 
early crop was touched with the disease, 
we thought that our foreknowledge would 
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readily determine the state of the later 


crop. We now have a more favorable re- 
port, and shall wait through hope. 
We have had an evolution or a revolu- 


tion in the coming of ovens. In 1837 our 
fathers built a large oven of free-stone, 
and for many years it was thought to be 
one of the best, and was in daily use bak- 
ing the best of bread and pies, etc. etc., 
till 1865 when it began to depreciate in 
value and soon gave place to one of the 
galvanized iron ovens. After the pleasure 
of the change was over, this oven proved 
objectionable from the volume of heat 
that escaped as the large doors were 
opened. The next change gave us a large 
square free-stone oven, surrounded by an- 
other of brick and heated by a stove placed 
in the rear and under the floor of the oven. 
Within this oven were four revolving cast 
iron disks which were reached by four 
doors at the front. As the wheels or disks 
were laid horizontally; the several doors 
in front were quite narrow and but little 
heat escaped when any one of them should 
be opened. The chimney was directly 
over the oven and as the draft proved to 
be defective from the first, this was charged 
as the cause of its failure. 

In a few years this oven was remodeled 
but without any marked improvement. 
A stove was placed inside of the oven, in 
order to obtain a quicker heat, but with 
the heat came more or less smoke and to 
this the bakers objected. The top of the 
oven was taken off and the flue enlarged. 
All this work did little good and it was 
decided to remove the whole of the chim- 
ney and the oven and begin anew. 

This time the chimney was built, hav- 
ing its foundation laid on stone work and 
the oven placed as near the chimney as 
consistent. In appearance this oven bears 
a close resemblance to the last one. The 
heating apparatus has been improved and 
the structure is now a nice, triple oven. 
The outer one is of brick; within this is 
an oven of blocks of free-stone and the 
inner or third oven is made of galvanized 
iron. 

This last change has been at a cost of 
nearly three hundred dollars, but the oven 





has been in daily use for several weeks and 
up to date is pronounced a success. 

Elder George at Enfield Ct. has had a 
corresponding experience with the oven 
built at that place and of whom we re- 
ceived our first patterns. He thinks it is 
not best to say very much at present, 
about his improvements, which gentle hint 
need not be lost in our case, as we shall 
probably hear from him at no distant day. 

A company of five Sisters have recently 
made a visit to the Society at Enfield, N. 
H. and have returned with glowing ac- 
counts of a beautiful place, where live 
many near and dear gospel friends. * 


a 


Sabbathday Lake, Me. 


Sept. 13, 1891. 

“Oh, the blessings, rich and many, 

Which are mine to share to-day; 
All the fountains of God’s goodness 
Seem to open in my way!” 

To-pay is one of the many days in which 
we are especially blessed for we have but 
to ask and we receive. 

The summer is over. Now all New Eng. 
landers must preparefor winter. Hurvest- 
ing is going on in this section. Our grain 
has been gathered and threshed, yielding 
over 200 bu. Winter apples are not very 
plentiful. Of early apples we have an abun- 
dance. Have already dried 72 bu. Hope 
to dry as many more before we get through. 

On the 4th. inst. a company of ten Sis- 
ters went from this place on an excursion 
to the city of Portland. They took the 
steamer, E. 8. Spring and sailed out tothe 
Islands in the harbor, visited Greenwood 
Garden on Peak’s Island and watched for 
the White Squadron which was to come in 
that day but did not appear until after 
they had returned home. Another com- 
pany went to the State Fair at Lewiston 
on the 9th. inst. They had a very enjoya- 
ble day, started early and returned late in 
the evening. Health of Society generally 
good, but we are still in need of rain. 
Clouds threaten to-day yet “All signs fail 
in a dry time” and we may not receive the 
much coveted blessing. A. 8. C. 
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South Union, Ky. 


Sept. 1891. 
BELOVED ELDER HeENnRy;—Your kiad 
letter is received for which accept many 
thanks. The weather is cool now. We 
are making preserves. Have just finished 
the peaches, 1500 one quart, glass jars. 
Quinces come next and that will end that 
industry for this year. . Farmers are fal- 
lowing for wheat the coming year. Ex- 
pect to sow about 300 acres. Corn is do- 
ing well and promises abundant yield. 
The late rains have helped us much; oth- 

er things in statu quo. H. L. E. 


North Family. 
Sept. 8, 1891. 

BELOVED ELDER HENRyY:—In union 
with our Elder Sisters, Eldress Nancy and 
Charity, I send you a few Notes from the 
North Family. I am twenty-one years old 
and have lived here twenty-one months. 
Ihave been taught the faith of Believers 
and find it good. I intend to make an ef- 
fort to live and die by it. By faith in God, 
confession of sin and obedience to gospel 
orders, good is gained and progress made 
in spiritual life. It shall be my aim to 
set a good example and to aid my younger 
companions, of whom there are eight in 
this family under age. Eldress Nancy 
is very zealous for our welfare both spirit- 
ually and temporally. 

We have had good crops of wheat and 
corn this year, and a faircrop of Irish po- 
tatoes. Plenty of vegetables, and fruit in 
great abundance. Of milk and butter, a 
large supply. We have preserved and 
dried for family use an unusual amount 
of peaches and other fruit. We have 
plenty of honey. 

Our Brethren and Sisters are promising 
and good spirited. E. M. 

SAYS Roe 


Sonyea, N. Y. 


Sept. 10, 1891. 
BELOVED ELDER HENRyY:—Your letter 
containing the pretty poems was received 
last evening, thanks for both of them; we 
were pleased to hear from you again, just 
as we are each time you mail us your kind 
thoughts of Groveland. We are quite sure 





you are coming and tell the family so; 
we shall not cease looking for you till you 
come which certainly you will. So hurry 
before snow-flying days appear for time 
flies so fast you know they will soon be 
here then it will not be so pleasant to look 
about our town when snow-drifts form 
along the path with sharp winds sweeping 
down. 

The many cold nights, with not quite a 
frost have been unfavorable for sweet 
corn, it has not developed as perfectly as 
it would with more warm weather, but 
with its imperfections much of it is very 
good, and may yield a bountiful harvest; 
it is much easier to predict a failure where 
no signs of failure exist than to search for 
signs of prosperity. Weare blessed above 
our highest anticipations in our fruit 
market. Apples and pears that we were 
sure would not be seen or heard of, have 
grown into delicious healthful food, while 
some trees are heavily laden, quite to the 
breaking of limbs. Pears have been so 
abundant that some have beensold. Well, 
we cannot tell what a few months will 
produce in the fruit culture. Wheat sow- 
ing was commenced the 3rd. inst., and 
farmers are actively improving the fine 
days with their much-sowing, while the 
house managers are trying to brighten 
the interior of house and home by sweep- 
ing and dusting and cleaning in some of 
the many forms. 

A few buildings have had the roofs re- 
paired and repainted and many more are 
waiting for the same renovating element 
to brush them up to the shining of more 
honor and beauty, but when they will, re- 
mains far ahead in the future, they may 


and they may not. G. D. G. 
Da ee aa 
Alfred, Me. 
Sept. 1891. 


BeLovep ELper Henry;—At the time 
‘Home Notes” for Aug. should have been 
written, I with another Sister and Brother 
was on a journey along the shore, including 
Rye, Isle of Shoals, York and Kennebunk 
Beaches with Shaker basket work for sale. 
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We had an opportunity to see what is called 
the favored class in the world. Some were 
reported to be worth their millions, who had 
come to these watering places in pursuit of 
health and happiness. Judging by what we 
could see many had mistaken excitement for 
happiness. 

A change for a day sometimes tends to 
bodily health and present happiness. So 
thought President Westcott of the P. & R. R. 
R. when he so kindly sent a free pass to Eld. 
John for as many of our family as could 
leave home to come down to Portland and 
go out to one of the islands in Casco Bay. 
On the 20th. of Aug., thirty-one persons in- 
cluding children availed themselves of friend 
Westcott’s kind offer. 

If I should write a history of that day, it 
would take up too much of your valuable 
space, suffice it to say on arrival at Portland 
we took steamer for Cushing’s Islaud where 
we spent a few hours watching the waves 
and inhaling the fresh breezes from the 
broad Atlantic. Then returned to the city 
to give the children and some older ones an 
opportunity to spend a few pennies for what 
most pleased them. At 5-30 P. M. took 
train for home where we arrived very tired 
but not sorry for the journey. 

Brethren harvested 150 tons of hay in very 
good order. The second crop is cut and 
eight acres of sweet corn harvested which 
averaged fifty dollars to the acre. 

The cream sold for the first seven months 
of this year amounted to $732.48. The 
most received for one month was $143.52. 
Twenty-five bu. of cranberries have been 
picked by the young Sisters the past week. 
One young Sister hand picked two and 
one half bu. in one day. Health of Society 
generally good. Our beloved Ministry Sis- 
ters have returned after an absence of nine 
long weeks, and we gladly make them wel- 
come for they come laden with love and 
strength to cheer and encourage us on our 
heavenly journey. F. C. 





Union Village, Ohio. 
Aug. 1891. 
Dear Exper Henry :—As harvest is about 
to close, I will give some details of the crops. 
Wheat averaged about 20 bu. to the acre 





and we have raised about 10,600 bu. on our 
farm. We have out 625 tons ofhay. Oats 
amount to about 6000 bu. averaging 30 and 
85 bu. to the acre. Corn never looked bet- 
ter for this time of year, and we have some 
675 acres planted, quite a considerable part 
of which is on virgin soil, and if no untimely 
frosts come we shall have a large crop of 
corn. Potatoes and other vegetables and 
fruits are quite plentiful. For all these 
blessings we are under obligations to the 
benevolent giver ofall good things—obliga- 
tions of deep gratitude and also great respon- 
sibility as to what use we shall make of such 
unmerited munificence on the part of the 
great Father and Mother who inhabiteth 
Eternity, even the eternal God who is our 
refuge and the Everlasting Arms which are 
underneath all. Let us seek the Christ of 
the universe, ‘‘who maketh the stars and 
Orion, and turneth the shadow of death in- 
tothe morning; that calleth for the waters 
of the sea and poureth them out on the face 
of the earth, the Lord is his name.” We 
are razing to the ground some useless and 
unsightly buildings and trying to get things 
in better shape but it is slow work. Yet 
what will not patience and perseverance ac- 
complishin time? = 

We consider a spelling school for our 
young folks to be in order at this time, and 
are looking with considerable solicitude 
toward a Bible Class in thenear future. We 
must keep spiritually alive and try to rise 
more and more into purity, love, self-abne- 
gation &c. or our highest temporal blessings 
may become more a curse than a blessing. 
Our health is quite good, and if we could on- 
ly persuade those from outside to come in 
and help us enjoy the peace and purity, the 
contentment and elevating influences of this 
blessed gospel our joy would be full. Elder 
Joseph lately made us a present of almost 
unspeakable value (viz) Fifty volumes of 
the ‘‘Encyclopedia Britannica”—One entire 
set with American supplement for the Office 
and one for the Family. Union Village nev- 
er had so rich and valuable a gift before and 
we hope we shall be duly thankful and ap- 
preciative for so splendid a memento of El- 
der Joseph’s kindness amid such adverse 
times as the present. 
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Few seem, as yet, ready to cast their lot 
in with us and join the “hundred and for- 
ty and four thousand;” but we try to 
abide in faith and courage the dayspring 
from on high to descend from the pres- 
ence of the Lord and inspire many who 
now sit in the darkness of sin and the 
shadow of death to come in and help us 
perpetuate the best Institution on earth. 

O. C. H. 
Enfield, N. H. 
Sept. 13, 1891. 

Dear Eprtor:—I had about decided 
not to send a voice from our (corner?) of 
the circle, whenit occurred to me in our 
morning service, that if I was only able to 
place upon paper the genuine spirit and 
inspiration of both exhortations and pieces 
sung, it would be worth writing and also 
reading. Why does not some one in each 
Society who isa regular attendant in serv- 
ice learn stenography: it certainly would 
be a surer investment of both time and 
means than learning the art of remember- 
ing, the scientific name of which I fail to 
recall, if I ever knew. I often regret that 
so many wise sayings uttered by those 
rich in experience, are lost upon the air, 
while if it were possible for them to be 





‘read at some future time by an awak- 


ened soul prepared for the good seed, 
might bear golden fruit in the resurrec- 
tion order; I will just touch upon the 
different points as space would not ad- 
mit of other than brief mention. 

Our Beloved Elder Giles’ last words in 
our assembly were revived as very oppor- 
tune; ‘‘We should be producers as well 
as consumers.” In the spiritual render- 
ing, producers of love, peace, good-will, 
not consumers alone, preying upon the 
vitals of society by magnifying the defects 
to our own detriment. 

Our Community home was affirmed to 
be the best home for the development of 
the Christ spirit; supplying the proper 
conditions whereby his life and teachings 
may be lived, which home should be sa- 
cred to the memory of all consecrated 
souls, and never, either intentionally or 





thoughtlessly, made to serve selfish pur- 
poses. 

The love which should characterize the 
true disciple, far removed from the inferi- 
or quality of this divine element, which is 
the unregenerate inheritance of humanity 
as a whole, pure, peaceable, merciful, for- 
giving and withal truthful. 

In the freedom of our worship lies both 
its benefit and beauty, so let us avail our- 
selves of all our privileges, that they may 
be blessings in full. ‘Running ater is 
sweet, itis the tight tanks that become 
slimy and unwholesome.” E. B. 


2 


By invitation of the Spiritualists of Al- 
bany, N. Y., F. W. Evans delivered a Lec- 
ture in Van Wetchen Hall. A very intel- 
ligent and appreciative audience attended. 
After the Lecture, questions by the audi- 
ence were sent up and answered. 

The Spiritualists want him to lecture 
each Sabbath during September. Many 
thanks to the speaker were rendered at 
the close of the meeting. 








t@>> 
+> 





INQUIRY. 


SORIPTURE TEXT. 
No. 1. 

‘There came a voice from heaven, 
saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased.” Matt. iii., 17. 

eAt the transfiguration a voice was 
heard, saying,—‘‘This is my beloved 
Son, hear ye him.” 

In Exodus xxxiii., it is written, that 
the Lord spake unto Moses face to face 
as a man speaketh to his friend, and in 
Gen. iii., 9 the Lord and Adam con- 
versed about the affair that occurred in 
the garden of Eden, but John in v., 37 
in quoting the words of Jesus that have 
reference to God, he says,—‘‘Ye have 
neither heard his voice at any time, 
nor seen his shape,” while in John iv., 
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12. it reads,—‘*No man hath seen God 
at any time.” 

It might be quite a difficult matter 
to reconcile all that may have been 
said or done as recorded in the first 
books of the Bible with the statements 
found in the New Testament. The 
voice of God in the garden of Eden 
was quite different from the voice of 
God on the banks of Jordan. 

Dreamers, visionists and _ seers, 
whether acting in the capacity of 
Prophets, or Apostles, tillers of the 
ground or as keepers of sheep, have 
from the earliest ages reported them- 
selves as walking and talking with God. 
To the dreamer while in the embrace of 
sleep, or to the visionist while en- 
tranced, this seems to be as real as 
any of the transactions of our physi- 
cal life. 

John says he saw the heavens opened 
and heard the voice of God, and in all 
probability he was the only person at 
the baptism that saw the heavens open, 
or the dove descend. It requires spir- 
itual eyes to see spiritual things and 
spiritual ears to hear the angels sing 
or even to hear the voice of God. A 
dreamer may see as distinctly, hear as 
accurately and conduct an interview 
as pleasantly and consistently as a per- 
son in full consciousness, and during 
this time be locked securely in a room 
without company, and his mind wan- 
dering in dreamland. 

John was quite safe in telling those 
unbelieving Jews that they had neither 
heard nor seen God, according to the 
Christ dispensation. The disciples 
were quite human in manifesting a 
much deeper interest for the dreamers 
and seers of their own order, than for 





those of other people. They could 
heal the sick, but would see others con- 
sumed with fire from heaven, rather 
than to have them healed in any other 
name than the one in which they were 
interested. They could hear the voice 
of God, but were free to say that those 
not of their order had never heard 
God’s voice. ’ 

As the voice of God is the voice of 
the spirit of goodness, a person must 
be spiritually impressed to hear it. * 





EXEGETICAL AND CRITICAL. 

In Honfe Notes of Union Village, for 
Aug. MANIFESTO, Elder Oliver quotes a 
text from Ezek. xxxi., 8, and asks ‘‘Who 
will hunt it up and explainit?” Sister 
H. Agnew thinks no one has paid atten- 
tion to that request, and she wishes to 
have it noticed. She has hunted it up, 
and I rise to explain. 

The Prophet is uttering a parable to de- 
scribe the greatness, glory, beauty, strength 
and prosperity of the kingdom of Assyria, 
which had been destroyed about 30 years 
previously, or in the year 605 before Christ. 
The world is represented as “the garden 
of God,” and its different kingdoms are 
likened to trees therein. As Assyria, 
which for a time exceeded them all in 
greatness and beauty was brought down 
to Sheol and destroyed, so would Egypt 
meet a like fate on account of the pride 
and arrogance of her people. No pomp, 
nor splendor, nor greatness could save 
her from the punishment due for her sins. 

A. G. H. 
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NATUuRE is the guide-book of science, the 
handmaid of art, the mistress of music, 
the voice of eloquence, the silver tongue 
of poetry, and the inspirer of the noblest 
sentiments of the soul, which call forth 
reverence and praise to the great and be- 
neficent Creator of her vast domain. 

M. J. A. 
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GOING HOME. 


“ Ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest such an one should be swallowed 








love; 


A ffetuoso. 


| 
free, Where I know the gifts that my spir-it craves, Are kind - ly spread for 


up with overmuch sorrow.’’—2 Cor. ii., 7. 


CANTERBURY, N. H. 1890. 






will rise and go to my _ Father’s house Where breadand wine are 















Vv | 
I will seek the balm for evy-er-y wound, Forgiveness—God’s pure 
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I will take the cross, the burden bear, And with the faithful move. 
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Books and Pupers. 





HaAuu’s JouRNAL OF HEALTH. Septem- 
ber. Contents. A word with our Readers; 
Curiosities of the Vegetable Kingdom; 
A Monster to be avoided; The Age of De- 
cay; Cancer; What is a Cell? Worth Re- 
membering; Water as a Medicine; Worms; 
Hot Milk a Stimulant; How to avoid 
choking; To take out Paint, etc., etc. 
Office 34 west 59th. St. N. Y. 


THe JourNAL oF MHyge10-THERAPY. 
August. Contents. Treatment of the 
Sick; Chronicles of Ruth; Rational Medi- 
cine; Don’t shut up the Windows; Anti- 
Vaccination; Physical Culture; Starving 
to Death, ete., etc. Dr. T. V. Gifford. 
Kokomo, Ind. 


THe PHRENOLOGICAL JOURNAL.—A fine 
portrait of Professor Harris, United States 
Commissioner of Education, embellishes 
the first page of the September number of 
THE PHRENOLOGICAL JOURNAL AND SCIENCE 
oF Heatta. In “The Agent in Ethics” 
some excellent points are presented by the 
writer to show the necessity of understand- 
ing moral conduct scientifically. Noread- 
er can say after considering the second pa- 
per on “The Physiognomy of the Mouth” 
that we have not reached certain positive 
principles for our study of the face. 

“Thought Transference,” by Mrs. Poole, 
is a very reasonable paper. Two eminent 
New England physicians and a western one 
are sketched in the installment in this se- 

ries on’ Phrenological biography by Mrs. 
' Wells, and Prize Essay No. 3. follows. 
Theinstallment of “‘Hits’’ is large thistime 
and entertaining. The Rev. Dr. Smith, so 
well known as the author of America, is 
well sketched, and a fac simile copy of his 
handwriting given that would look well in 
agiltframe. ‘TheSocial Problem,” “The 
Treatment of Boys” and “The Wonderful 
Slot’’—the last especially will please. ‘‘In- 
ternal Baths in the Treatment of Fevers” 
the leading title of the Health section, and 
there are several other things which will 
be found serviceable to the attentive inva- 





lid. This department is always well fur- 
nished and important. The editor’s talk 
and the other short items and paragraphs 
help to complete a capital specimen of this 
venerable monthly, now in its 92nd. vol- 
ume. Published at $1.50 a year, or 15 
cents a number. A special “On Trial’’ of- 
fer is made of six months for fifty cents. © 
Address Fowler & Wells Co., Publishers, 
775 Broadway, New York. 
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How oft my guardian angel gently cried, 
“Soul from thy casement look and thou’ 

shalt see 
How he persists to knock and wait for thee.” 
And oh! how often to that voice of sorrow. 
‘‘Tomorrow we will open,” I replied; 
And when the morrow came, 

I answered still, ‘‘Tomorrow.”’ 

H. W. Longfellow. 
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Alexander Morrison, at Mt Lebanon, 
N. Y. May 31, 1891. Age 38 yrs. 10 mo. 
and 11 days. He was a Scotchman, and 
had lived in this Society about two years. 

O. H. 


William Davidson at Harvard, Mass. 
Aug. 22, 1891. Age 77 years. 

Br. Wm. entered the Community when ~ 
a young man and has been an _ honor- 
able member. He has proved through his 
whole life that he desired a full salvation. 

A. D. B. 


Ann Brady, at the North Family, Union” 
Village, O Sept. 3, 1891. Age 87 yrs. 
10 mo. and 24 days. 

Has been a member of the ee about 
45 yrs. 

At Watervliet, N. Y. August 9, 18917 
Jessie May Small. Age 15 yrs. 6 mo. and) 
11 days. 


Averill A. Copley, at Shaker Station,’ 
Ct., Sept. 14, 1891. Age 39 yrs. 1 mo 
and 6 days. 

Sister Averill was adopted by Believ- 
ers in early infancy. Beautiful traits af 
innocence developed in her through the 
sunshine of purity and truth. E. S. 
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